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. the effect ot our cur rent bombing operations in North Vietnam? 

v<- ^t^Firit,. we 'believe iwe are now destroying or damaging approximately 

15%. of the. trucks believed to be .moving into South Vietnam. 
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$?,, Second, it,is our conviction that the air interdiction program in the 

'• [* > . % N° r ^ y^ etnain panhandle has been the .primary agent which has reduced 

■$*&■/ r 'trueka'-detected by^about 80% between mid-July and the present time, 

third*effect la to prevent the enemy from massing artillery and air 
:.Vdefense .means in the area to the north of the DMZ from which they can 
attackpur for ce s. IrFurther, j we interfere with his ability to concentrate 
; forces and Supplies Lf or; sudden attacks through the DMZ against our units. 


m&w 



T C ^ What ould ; the. the -military e ff e ct of a cess ation of that bombing ? 

•First,'military,-materiel would be able to reach the DMZ or the borders 

^pa^^n^P^dedi^iyre-believe the current attrition from truck destruction 
not;tomention;truck park storage areas, is running several hundred 
on thc^ayerage in the NVN panhandle. The truck flow could be 
expecte^-to ^return cto'iits mid-July level or even higher within as little as 
• :-nJa^week. We are^lking about an increas e, repe at incre ase, in s outhward 
E^oyement whichcould 5 amounfcto 1, 500 tons per day or more. Next, 
the^snemy would beJible to mas s artille ry, air defense me ans, and ground 
* r 1 ^x or Ui:^pt.theJDMZ for use against our force s. Finally, freed 
froxxx■ inter^tion'nqrtn of • 17-degree s , the enemy could move reinforcements 
v . t o rthe TMZ' bv true klor r ail J-thu s - dr as tic allv shortening t r ans it time. 



^^^^^|S§Js^th_ere any pogsibility of your providing even an approximate estimate of 
^^^^^MtheSadditional casualties!we would take if we stopped the bombing of 


I ^^the&dditional casualties we would take if we stopped the bombing of 

have|tol©xpect.» eeveral-fold increase in U.S. and allied 
o-inj,theJF5^^C6rps*f-.‘ : With^the bombing authority now in effect, I 
Sfe^'^^^am^hle'lwitKfforeeii^vkilablft:to:limit?'tlie enemv’s capability in South Vietn 


P^^^I^A^ppsit^ns^st: scjuth^f!the^DMZ ? a!re'^secure.'• If the bombing in North Vietnam 
^fe^l^v^SnowTauthoriaed-were-to be suspended, the enemy, in 10 days to two weeks, 

j_ i _i— 4.U- m/*y infci»nRitv 
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